ABOUT PUDs

WHOWEARE:

WHO WE SERVE

Twenty-eight public utility districts serve approximately one-million
residential, business and industrial customers in 27 counties

with not-for-profit services that keep rates down and

reliability high while meeting the unique needs of the communities
PUDs serve.

Our Services:

Public utility districts provide electrlc water, sewer and wholesale
‘telecommunications services. As not-for-profit, consumer-owned
utilities, PUDs focus on the needs of customers, not profits. PUDs
provide affordable services and provide programs that help
customers maintain comfort in their homes and remain profitable
in their bus:nesses whlie conserving resources.
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WORKING FOR SAFE AND EFFICIENT SYSTEMS
WPUDA works with the state Health and Ecology Departments
and the federal EPA on regulatory relief for PUDs providing
services. In addition, WPUDA works with the Legislature on state
water law reforms that will help PUDs provide safe and efficient
water service. WPUDA also provides assistance in seeking state
and federal grants for water systems.

WPUDA played a key role in passage of the Municipal Water Law
in 2003. In October 2010, the State Supreme Court ruled in favor
of the State of Washington and upheld the validity of challenged
sections of the law. In particular, the Court upheld sections of the
law that define “municipal water suppliers” as public and private
water utilities that serve 15 or more residential connections. The
court also affirmed that water right certificates based on volume of
water that a water system can carry, rather than actual water
usage, are “rights in good standing.” The law protects the validity
of numerous water right certificates held by water utilities serving
homes and businesses in the state.




